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	Project Acronym & Code
	SPIRITRAILS 
ROHU00463

	Project Title
	Borderless Faith: Cultural Route of Folk Religiosity in the Border Areas of Romania and Hungary

	Priority
	Cooperation for a more social and cohesive cross-border area between Romania and Hungary

	Specific objective
	RS04.6 – Enhancing the role of culture and sustainable tourism in economic development, social inclusion and social innovation

	Implementation period
	24 months (10/06/2025 - 09/06/2027)


	Project Overall Objective 
	To develop a cross-border cultural and religious tourism route that connects and promotes the shared heritage of folk religiosity across the Romanian-Hungarian border region, fostering regenerative tourism, sustainable service quality, and community identity through active participation and digital innovation.

	Partnership
	Lead Partner: 
SOCIETY OF THE DIVINE SAVIOUR (RO)

	
	Project Partners: 
PP2 – ORDER OF MINORS ARAD (RO)
PP3 – NETWORK FOR REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT FOUNDATION (HU)
PP3 – TŰZKÖVES HERITAGE KEEPER, EDUCATIONAL AND CULTURAL FOUNDATION (HU)

	Total Budget
	1,494,992.52 EUR, out of which 1,195,994.01 EUR ERDF

	[bookmark: _Hlk192079895]Summary
	The project “SPIRITRAILS” promotes the shared religious and cultural heritage of the cross-border area through the creation of a networked tourism route linking Timișoara, Arad, and Szegvár. The initiative revives the memories and sites of folk religiosity and transforms them into a unified cross-border tourism product integrating green and digital tools. It combines cultural, spiritual, and experiential tourism through a “Citizen Science” approach, community-based regeneration, and a digital platform aligned with sustainable tourism standards. Multifunctional rest points, pilgrimage routes, and an interactive digital database will make the area a cohesive and sustainable tourist destination, preserving local values while improving cross-border cooperation.

	Main results
	· Cultural route of folk religiosity connecting key heritage and religious sites across the RO-HU border.
· Digital cross-border tourism platform providing unified quality standards and sustainability self-assessment tools for tourism providers.
· Multifunctional resting and service points in Timișoara, Arad, and Szegvár.
· Joint action plan and quality management system based on GSTC (Global Sustainable Tourism Council) standards.
· Increased participation and cooperation among local communities, NGOs, and religious institutions.
· Greater regional attractiveness through innovative regenerative and sustainable tourism practices.
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