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	Call Type – Open Call 1 for HARD projects

	Acronym & Project code
	CET
ROHU00474

	Project title
	
Catholic event tourism in Szabolcs-Szatmár-Bereg and Satu Mare counties

	Priority
	P2 - Cooperation for a more social and cohesive PA between Romania and Hungary

	Specific Objective 

	RS04.6 - Enhancing the role of culture and sustainable tourism in economic development, social inclusion and social innovation

	Implementation period
	24 months (28.04.2025 – 27.04.2027)


	Objective
	The general objective is to put project sites on the tourism map of the region by renovating sacred buildings, presenting religious peculiarities in innovative ways and organizing cultural events. The infrastructural inventions and project events will bring the project sites to the attention of tourists visiting the region.

	Partnership
	Lead Partner: 
LP1 - Episcopia Romano Catolică Satu Mare / Roman Catholic Episcopate of Satu Mare  (RO)

	
	Project Partner: 
PP2 - Nyíregyházi Egyházmegye / Diocese of Nyíregyháza (HU)
PP3 - Debrecen-Nyíregyházi Egyházmegye / Diocese of Debrecen-Nyíregyháza (HU)

	Total budget
	
EUR 2,758,648.53 of which ERDF EUR 1,919,921.56 		

	Summary
	The goal of this cross-border cooperation is to activate members of local communities based on a common religion and to create joint events with their participation, which generate additional bilateral tourism and strengthen cross-border people-to-people relations. The area covered by the project (Szabolcs-Szatmár-Bereg and Satu Mare) is one of the most diverse areas in terms of religious distribution in Europe. Since the Roman Catholic, Orthodox, Greek Catholic, Reformed, Lutheran and Jewish religions are all present in the territory of the two counties, project partners can count on visitors from within the region, for whom getting to know liturgy, spirituality, built and intangible heritage, as well as traditions of fellow religions is a unique attraction. The basis of the project is therefore to open the gates not only between the two countries, but also between the different denominations and those who do not belong to any religious communities.
Through the project, three buildings will be renovated that will offer a tourist attraction to potential visitors. They will also enhance the tourist destination offer of the three municipalities and their narrowly defined areas. In addition, they are used as permanent cultural venues by local groups living in the settlement and connected to the sacred places (congregations, choirs etc.). In addition, cultural life of the settlements will be enriched by the major and minor events planned in the project.
The project sites have not previously been the subject of promotional publications (website, publications) and there is no strategy to target cultural tourism. Based on Catholic values, cultural networking between the three sites is taking place, bringing new impulses to the cultural life of the local community and attracting outside visitors, thus increasing the tourism value of the region. Innovative museum technology and IT equipment are also used to make it easier to reach a wider audience: a virtual tour of the interior of the church in Beltiug will be placed on the joint website, and in the Religious Tourism Center in Nyíregyháza, visitors will be able to discover the Greek Catholic spaces and objects with the help of VR sets. In addition, the sound system will be developed at all three locations and the projection of visual content will also be provided.
The developed community spaces will create a cultured and modern environment for cultural events. The equipment developments broaden the technical background for the presentation of different types of performing arts activities, which enables a wider range of programs.


	Main results
	The main results of the project are:
· Renovation of the St. Ladislaus Roman Catholic Church in Beltiug 
· Establishment of the Religious Tourism Center in Nyíregyháza
· Renovation of the St. Eleanor Roman Catholic Church in Tiszavasvári
· Joint Tourism Strategy
· Joint tourism events
· Local tourism events
· Website
· Organisations cooperating across the borders
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