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	1st Open Call 

	Project code & acronym
	ROHU00604 – REMblerSZ

	Project title
	Ramblers' Cultural Bridge - Fostering Social Cohesion through Sustainable Tourism

	Priority
	P2 - Cooperation for a more social and cohesive PA between Romania and Hungary

	Specific Objective
	RS04.6 - Enhancing the role of culture and sustainable tourism in economic development, social inclusion and social innovation

	Implementation period
	30 months - 08/18/2025 - 02/17/2028

	Objective
	The project aims to strengthen the role of culture and sustainable tourism, fostering economic development, social inclusion, and innovation within the cross-border region of Romania and Hungary, benefiting local communities, stakeholders, and tourists. The project aims for a noticeable increase in tourist stays, enhanced cultural engagement, and improved economic opportunities, contributing to the overall growth and inclusivity of the region.

	Partnership
	Lead Partner: 
Comuna Remetea / Remetea Commune

	
	Project Partner: 
PP2: Szentpéterszeg Községi Önkormányzat / Local Council of Szentpéterszeg

	Total budget
	EUR 996.034,03, out of which 
ERDF EUR 796.827,22

	Summary
	The project takes an innovative approach to cultural site development by modernizing cultural attractions, ensuring that cultural heritage remains relevant and engaging for contemporary audiences. This aims to achieve one of the primary goals of the project: prolonging tourists' stays in the region by creating a new tourism destination and tourism packages.
The thematic cultural events are planned to take place within the project, offering immersive experiences to engage the local community and visitors and breathe new life into these sites, fostering cultural exchange between Romania and Hungary. Artists, artisans, and performers from both sides of the border will collaborate, creating cross-border synergies that share heritage and promote tourism.
Also through the project the Szentpéterszeg-Remetea hiking trail will be created, a trail of paramount importance to the cross-border region, representing a groundbreaking approach to sustainable tourism and cross-border collaboration, bringing forth several critical aspects like cultures connection and enrichment, economic vitality, sustainable tourism, environmental stewardship, community engagement, promoting healthy lifestyle and enhanced visitors’ experiences, reaching the longer stay of the visitors in the region. 
The approach is new and goes beyond the existing practice in the programme area, as:
- It focuses on the development of a new cross-border thematic route representing a new integrated tourist destination;
- It involves cultural values into a common cultural heritage and tourism development-related cross-border cooperation, ensuring a new perspective for tourism development
- Building on nature and culture, being a new approach and an innovative way of valorising natural and cultural heritage, on both sides of the border
- It reckons natural and cultural heritage development as an integral part of the region’s tourism development instead of focusing solely on investments in rehabilitation
- Through the involvement of local micro-communities and organizational moderators, the project aims to engage every member of the local community, assessing local values and cultural heritage
- Cultural events will serve as an assessment to gauge participants' receptiveness and engagement towards various cultural activities, playing a pivotal role in the formulation of an effective strategy for crafting sustainable tourism offerings integrated into Szentpéterszeg-Remetea Sustainable Tourism and Culture Preservation Strategy Development, supporting the evolution of ideas during the entire project.
The project aligns with national tourism strategies, leveraging shared opportunities for economic development, social inclusion, and cultural potential. By adhering to the principles of the EU Strategy for the Danube Region, the project resonates with broader regional agendas, enhancing cooperation and leveraging resources to unlock the unexplored potential of cultural and tourism sectors.

	Main results
	The main results of the project:
· 2 workshops with 20 participants, fostering dialogues and envisioning the hiking trail collectively among stakeholders;
· 1 joint website serving as an innovative informational platform facilitating visitor access, QR-based tickets, local check-ins, and disseminating project updates.
· 5 themed cultural events uniting Szentpéterszeg and Remetea, showcasing music, gastronomy, art, nature, and history, engaging 750 participants.
· Szentpéterszeg-Remetea Sustainable Tourism and Culture Preservation Strategy.
· Dissemination campaign for strategy updates;
· Szentpéterszeg-Remetea Sustainable Tourism and Nature Preservation Action Plan.
· Dissemination campaign for action plan updates.
· Implementation and Site Enhancement for Remetea and Szentpéterszeg.
· Joint Thematic Route and tourism offers.
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